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REVIEWS

D. Ciafaloni - G. Pisano, La collezione Torno: Materiali Fenicio-Punici, 1987, pp. 102
+ 13 figures + X VII tables. II Universita'degli Studi di Roma, Studia Punica I, Roma.

This publication is concerned with a collection of antiquities acquired by the Torno
family. In the collection are a number of Attic vases, but this book is dedicated to 92
objects of Phoenician-Punic origin which are unpublished. Only one stele of Sulcis in
Sardinia was published in 1982 (Pisano, RSF 10 (1982), 33-36), but it is also included
in this study.

The method used in this book, is to list the objects according to categories, e.g. the
scarabs from 1 to 4 and to describe them carefully. This is followed by a comparative
and typological description (cf. pp. 15-28). In the tables at the back of the book a
photographic reproduction is given of every object of art. The next subject is the
Thymiaterion of which 14 examples are discussed. This is followed by a description of
the only stele in the collection, which, as we have seen, has already been published in
1982. The next is one coin of 350-270 B.C. which is beautifully preserved with the
head of a horse on the one side and a palmtree on the other. Different kinds of amulets
are described, showing Egyptian influence on some and again a careful comparative and
typological is made. One mould of a woman's head is also in the collection coming
from Sulcis. The greatest number of objects are the ceramics, viz. 49. These are
carefully desribed and at the back of the book reproduced in figures. The author of this
part D. Ciafaloni describes the difficulties in the typological study of Punic ceramics
and problems around the chronology (pp. 86 ff.). This is quite understandable inter alia
in light of the fact that no strata study of these objects is available.

This is a very important study because it adds to our knowledge a number of objects
of art from the Phoenician-Punic world. It is heartily recommended.

F.C. Fensham

Karel van der Toorn, Van haar wieg tot haar graf, 1987, pp. 152, Ten Have, Baarn,
The Netherlands. N.P.

This book of Van der Toorn “From her cradle to her tomb” is concerned with the
daily life of women in ancient Israel and Babylonia. After an introduction in which the
author emphasizes the paucity of material on certain spheres of life of women in the
Ancient Near East, he tackles in the first chapter baby care and the early years of
children. He then proceeds to the youth years of girls and puberty. The next chapter
discusses marriage, followed by pregnancy and giving birth. The next three chapters
are devoted to the place of women in the religious community with emphasis on their
devotion, women and folk religion and the woman as widow. The study is concluded
with some results gleaned from the sources. He emphasizes that we must keep in mind
that the orthodox religion of Israel was not dominant for long periods in Israelite history
and that in those times the religion of Baal and Ashera dominated (p. 137).
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The picture drawn by the author of women, is done from the primary sources,
although interpreted. This is to be welcomed. The author has shown that women in
Israel and Mesopotamia had much in common, i.e. you cannot understand the way of
life of women in Old Testament times properly without studying their counterparts in
Mesopotamia. The interaction between Israel and the Mesopotamian culture is of the
utmost importance, especially in the sphere of folk religion. One has to admit that the
paucity of material on certain areas of woman’s activities should make us cautious not
to overstress our case. The author is, however, aware of this.

This book can be strongly recommended for further research, because this is a very
neglected subject in the study of the Ancient Near East.

F.C. Fensham
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